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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


South Carolina Medical Association.— 
This Association met in Charleston, on the 
2d and 3d of May, 1851, when nearly 100 
fellows were in attendance. The President, 
Dr. Moultrie, on taking the chair, express- 
ed, in a few remarks, his pleasure in seeing 
so respectable an attendance of the mem- 
bers, and the hope that the time was not 
far distant when the profession of the State 
would be a unit in their endeavours to ac- 
complish the ends for which only a certain 
number had, thus far, banded themselves 
together. 

Reports from committees. being called 
for, Dr. Moultrie made a verbal report, to 
the effect that the subjects of the several 
memorials, viz., the Registration of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths, and the restoration 
of the License Law of this State, had been 
brought before the Legislature, but had re- 
ceived little, if any, attention from that 


body ; also a report from the Committee of 
Arrangements, that they had discharged the 
duties assigned them. 

On motion of Dr. Cain, it was ordered 
that the committee appointed last year to 
memorialize the Legislature on the Regis- 
tration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 
and the restoration of the License Laws, be 
@@illinued, and be instructed to present 
their memorials to the Legislature the next 
session. 

Dr. Cain, in the absence of Dr. Porcher, 
stated that the Committee on Indigenous 
Medical Botany was not yet fully prepared 
to report, and, on motion, it was ordered 
that the committee be continued. 

Dr. Cain offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : — 

Resolved, That a committee, to be called 
the Committee on the Interests of the Pro- 
fession, be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be to take cognizance of all matters relating 
to the good of the profession. 
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Resolved, That this committee be in- 
structed to petition the Legislature, at its 
ensuing session, for the enactment of a law 
providing for the compensation of physicians 
for medico-legal examinations. 

The hour of one o’clock having arrived, 
the business was suspended for the purpose 
of hearing the oration, when Dr. Thomas 
Y. Simons delivered an interesting oration 
on the history of yellow fever in Charleston, 
with suggestions concerning medical police. 

The report on Medical Topography was 
presented by Dr. Geddings, and, at his re- 
quest, its publication was deferred and the 
committee continued. 

Dr. Robertson made a report on behalf 
of the Committee on the Use of Anesthetic 
Agents, and requested that the committee 
be continued, which was agreed to. 

Dr. Frost read an interesting case of 
spinal arachnitis, with extensive neuralgic ; 
symptoms in the distal extremities of the § 
nerves. 

Dr. Cain read an interesting paper on the 
toxicological effects of the inhalation of the 
vapour of turpentine. Also a paper, from 
Dr. Rawls, on a case of triplets; and one, 
from Dr. Sparkman, on the treatment of 
three cases of traumatic tetanus. 

The Association then adjourned. 








MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Rank of Medical Officers in the Army 
and Navy.—The -position which members 
of the profession should occupy in the army 
and navy, relatively to their official asso- 
ciates, still remains undetermined, and 
this grievance ought not any longer to be 
unredressed. In his recent message to 
Congress, the President of the United States 
invites attention to the subject, and, it is 
hoped, the question will be justly and 
definitely settled prior to the close of the 
present session of the National Legislature. 
But the subject interests so small a num- 
ber directly, that Congress may, perhaps, 
postpone it in favour of other matters which 
are pressed forward by the interests of mul 
titudes. Medical officers in the army and 
navy need the sympathy and influence of 
the entire profession on this vexed ques- 
tion; and we would urge that active and 
substantial efforts should be made to have 
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full justice done them, and to prevent any $ 
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legislation which may reflect or react injuri- 
ously upon the dignity of the general pro- 
fession. 

In January, 1851, the President of the 
United States submitted to Congress re- 
ports on the subject of rank, made by a 
board of officers of the army, and by a 
board of officers of the navy. The report 
of the Army Board is accompanied by a 
protest from Surgeon T. G. Mower, who 
was one of the members of the board. The 
Army Board proposes that medical officers 
now in the army shall enjoy the rank 
assigned them by existing laws, but that 
those who may enter the army hereafter 
shall not hold any definite rank. No rea- 
sons are assigned for this most unjust pro- 
position. It is altogether inconceivable why 
those to be appointed should not possess 
rank, if those already appointed may con- 
tinue to benefit by its protective influence, 
without detriment to the discipline and 
efficiency of the army. The proposition is 
jejune and absurd. 

The Navy Board, convened to consider 
and report on rank, was constituted ex- 
clusively of officers of the line; and the 
selection fell upon several whose opinions 
were notoriously in opposition to the claims 
of staff officers. There was no member of 
the medical, or other staff-corps of the navy, 
present in the board to influence the caste 
feelings and prejudices of its members. 
They recommend the creation of new 
grades of commanding officers in the line ; 
and then suggest that hospital-surgeons 
‘shall have precedence with, but after 
lieutenants commandant,’ a grade of officers 
employed to command brigs and schooners ; 
that surgeons shall have ‘‘precedence’’ 
with lieutenants, passed assistant-surgeons 
precedence ‘‘ after masters,’’ and assistant- 
surgeons precedence ‘after passed mid- 
shipmen,’’ who, though they have been 
found qualified for promotion, and have, 
therefore, an augmented pay, are on an 
official level with midshipmen ; according 
to the naval regulations, they discharge the 
same duties. 

Under existing laws, a surgeon of the 
army ranks as major, and, consequently, 
with naval commanders; passed assistant- 
surgeons as captains, and, therefore, with 
naval lieutenants; and assistant-surgeons 
as first-lieutenants, and, therefore, with 
masters in the navy. 

No reasons are submitted by the Naval 
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Board on Rank for placing medical officers 
of the navy below the official level of cor- 
responding grades in the army. 
medical -officers of the navy justly claim a 
position in all respects analogous to that 
held by their professional brothers in the 
army. 

It has been recently remarked, by an 
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unanimously adopted in regard to the im- 
portance of large open spaces to the health 


The ; of large cities :— 


‘* Whereas, The corporations of the 
City and Districts of Philadelphia have 
under consideration the propriety of laying 
out public parks: and, whereas, the health 
and enjoyment of the inhabitants of all 


eloquent member of the Senate, that “‘words § populous cities are greatly promoted by hav- 


are things.’’ 
believed the remark to be true, is not 
stated; but it seems to have entertained 
some vague apprehensions on the subject, 
and, to avoid all danger, ingeniously suggest 
that the military relations of medical officers 
in the navy shall be designated under the 
term ‘‘ precedence,’’ and hence, we have 
the seemingly incongruous expression of 
“* precedence after.” 

This report applied the epithet ‘‘ civil” 
to all officers who do not belong to grades 
of the line, overlooking the obvious fact that 
** civil officers’ cannot constitute a part of 
a military organization. And, in defiance 
of good taste and literary propriety, applies 
to officers of the line of the navy the epithet 
‘* sea-officers,’’ which may be legitimately 
applied to all officers who discharge duty 
at sea. According to this loose phrase- 
ology, or slang, the engineers who serve in 
a steamship-of-war at sea are ‘‘ civil offi- 
cers;’’ and a lieutenant of the line, em- 
ployed to inspect provisions and clothing 
in a navy-yard, is a ‘‘sea-officer.’’ It will 
not be denied that any term may have 
assigned to it a conventional or technical 
meaning ; but it is better that words should 
be employed in accordance with their com- 
mon and obvious signification. The officers 
who manage merchant-ships are ‘‘sea-offi- 
cers,’’ and, as they possess no military 
attribute, might be termed also ‘‘ civil offi- 
cers.» But all officers of the navy are 
military, because they belong to a military 
organization, and are subject to the pro- 
visions of military laws and military tri- 
bunals. 

In legislating on this subject, it is of the 
first importance that Congress should em- 
ploy only such terms as are strictly consist- 
ent with purity of language, and which can 
be readily understood by all. 
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Whether the Navy Board} ing large open spaces appropriated to public 


use, and common to all classes of citizens : 
Therefore, 

‘Resolved, That the rapid increase of 
population, and the wide expension of 
Philadelphia, demand that immediate mea- 
sures be taken to secure spacious public 
grounds in the neighbourhood of the densely- 
built portions of the city, which, while they 
form beautiful and healthful places of resort, 
will, at no distant day, prove the means of 
purifying and renovating the air in the midst 
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‘*Resolved, That our experience and ob- 
servation as physicians have convinced us 
that a prolific source of the infantile diseases 
and mortality of the summer months may 
be found in the confined and heated atmo- 
sphere of the courts and alleys of the city, 
and in the want of airy public grounds easily 
accessible to the poorer classes—in the pure 
air of which the depressing influence of 
these causes of disease would be measurably 
counteracted. 

‘“*Resolved, That, in the opinion of this 
Society, much disease and suffering might 
be avoided by a liberal and enlightened 
legislation, directed not only to the removal 
of obvious causes of disease, but to the pre- 
vention of those evils which inevitably arise 
in all large cities, if not provided against by 
the wisdom and forecast of those intrusted 
with this responsible duty. 

‘‘Resolved, That in a matter so seriously 
affecting the prosperity of Philadelphia as 
that of providing ample and well-located 
public grounds, the expenditure of money 
and the slight temporary increase of taxa- 
tion should not weigh against the immense 
advantages which will accrue not only to 
the present inhabitants of the city, but to 
the generations who may succeed them. 


‘Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing 


Philadelphia County Medical Society.—{ preamble and resolutions, signed by the 


Public Parks.—At a late meeting of the 
Philadelphia County Medical Society, the 
following preamble and resolutions were 


{ officers of the Philadelphia County Medical 


Society, be laid before the several corporate 
bodies interested, and that they be respect- 














fully reqdested to give early attention to 
the subject mentioned therein. 
“SAMUEL JACKSON, 
“President. 
“1D. Francis Connie, 
“* Secretary.” 


Transactions of the American Medical 
Association.—T he transactions of our great 
National Association, for the year 1851, 
have recently been published in a handsome 
8vo. vol. of 677 pages, illustrated with 29 
wood-cuts, and four splendidly-executed 
coloured plates, containing 24 figures. 

So far as it was practicable, copies have 
been sent by ezpress to those who have 
paid for them; but the volume being too 
heavy to be conveyed by mail, according to 
existing post-office regulations, those who 
reside off express routes, in order to obtain 
their copies, are requested to inform the 
Treasurer of the manner in which they de- 
sire them to be transmitted. 


We stop the press to announce the un- 
pleasant intelligence that, since the pre- 
ceding notice was in type, a very large and 
disastrous fire has occurred in this city, 
in which two-thirds of the edition of the 
fourth volume of the Transactions was 
consumed, with nearly all the previons 
volumes remaining on hand. Fortunately, 
the fourth volume had been distributed to 
nearly all the members of the Association 
who had paid their assessment, and copies 
for the others who had done so are at the 
store of Messrs. Blanchard and Lea, and 
are safe. Such members of the Association, 
as neglected to take advantage of the highly 
favourable terms upon which the Transac- 
tions were offered, have now, unfortunately, 
lost the opportunity. The few remaining 
copies will be reserved a short time for 
members, but probably at an advanced 
price, and, if not shortly claimed, will be 
sold to other applicants. 

A few copies of the Prize Essay were 
preserved, and will be for sale. 

Messrs. T. K. and P. G. Collins have 
printed some extra copies of the Report on 
Medical Education, in order to supply such 
State Societies as are disposed to comply 
with the recommendation of the Association 
that they should distribute among their 
members that Report. These copies will 
be furnished at the rate of six dollars per 
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hundred. Applications for them, with the 
remittances, must be made to Messrs. T. 
K. and P. G. Collins, Philada. 

Hints on the Profession of Medicine.— 
This is the title of an interesting pamphlet 
of 70 pages, by Dr. Wm. Maxwe.t Woop. 
At the recommendation of some eminent 
physicians, who believe that its general 
distribution would exert considerable influ- 
ence in staying the progress of quackery, 
Messrs. Geo. H. Derby & Co., of Buffalo, 
N. Y., have been induced to stereotype it, 
and to offer it to the profession at a low price. 
Copies may be obtained on the following 
terms: For one copy, wrapped for mailing 
and postage prepaid, 25cts; for six copies, 
wrapped for mailing and postage prepaid, 
$1. All books sent by mail must be pre- 
paid. Or Derby & Co. will deliver copies 
at their store in Buffalo at the following 
prices: Per dozen copies, $1 50; per 100 
copies, $10 00; 1000 copies, $80 00. 

New Hampshire Medical Institution.— 
At a commencement held at Concord, on 
the 12th of Nov. last, the degree of M. D. 
was conferred on sixteen gentlemen. 

Monument to Dr. Jenner.—An associa- 
tion of distinguished gentlemen in London, 
impressed with the feeling that the labours 
of Dr. Jenner in the cause of humanity 
have never been sufficiently acknowledged, 
although his great discovery of vaccination 
has been of such inestimable benefit to 
mankind, propose to erect a bronze statue 
of him, by W. Calder Marshall, A. R.A., 
in some appropriate situation in London; 
and desirous that the subscription shall not 
be exclusively confined to his compatriots, 
but that means should be taken to permit 
persons of other nations to contribute, they 
have requested the following committees to 
receive such subscriptions as may be made 
in the United States: Drs. John C. Warren, 
John Ware, and James Jackson, of Bos- 
ton; Drs. Martyn Paine, Horace Green, 
and Chs. A. Lee, of New York; and Drs. 
Robley Dunglison, Geo. B. Wood, and T. 
D. Miitter, of Philadelphia. The Boston 
and New York committees have, we learn, 
thought it expedient to limit the subscrip- 
tions to one dollar each, but the Phila- 
delphia committee announce that they will 
be happy to receive the smallest as well as 
the most liberal donation. 
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The Sympathy between the Uterus and 
Intestines.—Dr. VanpdreEN, a Dutch phy- 
sician, has published, in the Presse Médi 
cale Belge, a few judicious observations 
respecting the sympathy which exists be- 
tween the functions of the uterus and in- 
testines at certain periods. He considers 
that the reaction of the uterus upon the 
bowels at the time of menstruation produces 
diarrhea, as both the uterus and large in- 
testine (the latter sympathetically) are at 
that period in a congested state, and their 
secretion, therefore, abundant. During 
gestation, however, a great deal of func- 
tional energy is transferred to the breasts 
and uterus, and thus constipation is a fre- 
quent symptom both during the develop- 
ment of the foetus and for some time after 
parturition. The author looks upon these 
facts as brought to light for the first time 
by himself; we were, however, in reading 
his remarks, forcibly reminded of a paper 
read by Dr. Tilt before the Medical Society 
of London (The Lancet, March 15, 1851, p. 
525). In this communication, Dr. Tilt 
pointed out how frequently diarrhea is a 
precursory symptom to menstruation, and 
the following passage of Dr. Vandeen’s 
remarks shows how identical facts may be 
simultaneously observed in different coun- 
tries. The Dutch physician, namely, says: 
‘“*The sympathy between the uterus and 
the large intestine is rendered evident by 
the fact (which, to my knowledge, has not 
been pointed out before) that with most 
women the alvine dejections are much more 
frequent and loose when menstruation is 
about to set in.””"—Lancet, Oct. 4. 

Dr. Tilt, in a paper read before the Medi- 
cal Society of London, has pointed out the 
frequent occurrence of diarrhoea as a pre- 
cursory symptom of menstruation, and the 
same thing has been noticed by Dr. Van- 
deen. 

Death from Inhalation of Chloroform. 
_ By Dr. Etssen.—A lady, thirty-six years 
of age, of a bilio-sanguineous temperament, 
who had three children, and whose health 
had always been satisfactory, was very 
much troubled with toothache. She had 
had four molar teeth extracted in the same 
sitting six or eight years previously ; after 
which operation she had been seized with a 
convulsive fit. A little while ago the tooth- 
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ache became very distressing again, the 
patient had several nervous attacks, and 
was tormented with the idea that her dental 
pains exposed her to much danger. 

She sought the advice of a practitioner, 
and consented to a new extraction, stipu- 
lating, however, that she should take 
chloroform. Her husband held her hand, 
whilst her head was leaning against her 
maid; but before she had inhaled any 
chloroform, she started up and attempted 
to run away, using very incoherent lan- 
guage. When a little calmer, she sat down 
again, and a cloth, upon which a little less 
than two drachms of chloroform had been 
poured, was placed before her mouth and 
nose. The patient soon pointed out, by a 
few words, that the chloroform was begin- 
ning to take effect, and then became insen- 
sible. The operator extracted three teeth 
with the greatest promptitude, and only 
stopped when the husband directed his at- 
tention to the patient, who seemed to have 
fallen into an extraordinary state. On close 
examination, she was discovered to be 
quite dead, and the best-directed efforts 
were fruitless in reviving her.—Gaz. Med. 
de Strasbourg. 

Electricity recommended for arresting 
the Fatal Effects of Ether and Chloroform. 
—Dr. ABEILLE, of Corsica, advises, in a 
paper presented to the Academy of Sciences, 
electricity as a means of reviving patients 
on the point of dying from the effects of 
chloroform. The author states that anes- 
thesia is produced by a momentary disturb- 
ance of the cerebro-spinal system, and he 
advocates the use of electricity, to be 
applied by means of needles thrust into 
various parts of the body, especially over 
the cerebro-spinal axis. The insensibility 
immediately disappears, and the muscles 
in contact with the needles begin to act. 
Dr. Abeilie considers that this is the only 
means to be depended upon in occurrences 
of the above-mentioned kind. 

Vital Spot of the Medulla Oblongata.— 
At the meeting of October 27, of the Acad. 
of Sciences of Paris, M. Fiourens took 
occasion to speak of the actual locality of 
the vital spot, or primum mobile of the re- 
spiratory act. By several experiments he 
has now determined that that spot is situ- 
ated exactly at the point of the calamus 
scriptorius, between the ventricle of Au- 
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rentius, and the junction of V-shaped gray 
matter of the pyramids. This spot is, ac- 


cording to M. Flourens, about the size of a 
pin's head; above or below the same a 


sharp instrument may be thrust in without 
causing the respiratory movements to cease ; 


but when the exact spot is transfixed, life 
ceases immediately. M. Flourens had 
made this communication in order that the 
precise locality of the nodus vite should be 


well understood.—Lancet, Nov. 29, 1851. 


Action of Medicines on the Spleen.—Many 
physicians, and chiefly M. Piorry, regard 


enlargement in the spleen as the character- 


istic lesion of intermittents. If such be the 
case, the increase and diminution of this 
organ under medicinal agency are worthy of 


serious attention. 





ous contrivance, which consisted of an 
empty bladder, to be introduced into the 
rectum, and, when there, to be distended 
with air from another bladder, connected 
externally by a tube and stopcock to the 
former. By gradually filling the bladder in 
the rectum, the displacement, especially 
retroversion, is restored effectually and 
without pain.—Jbid. 

Substitution of Ivdated Oil for Cod-liver 
Oil.—M. Cuampovition gave to the 
Acad. Méd. of Paris the following results 
of his experiments :— 

102 phthisical patients were treated with 
cod-liver oil. Of these, 51 were in the first 
stage, of which 21 were cured ; 37 were in 
the second stage, of which 9 were cured, 
3 died ; 14 were in the third stage, of which 


M. Piorry (Union Médicale, 1851) has; 6 were cured, 4 died. 


observed that the spleen rapidly diminishes 


75 other phthisical cases were treated 


in volume under the use of common salt in} with iodated oil. In none of these did any 


large doses. He has employed it in nine 


amelioration take place; in many the dis- 


cases of intermittent fever, and professes to; ease was aggravated.—Jbid. 


have cured six of them. He also states 
that he has in the same way reduced the 
volume of the spleen in typhus. 

Dr. Keichenmeister (Archiv. fiir Phys. 
Heilkund, 1851) has made several experi- 
ments on the subject on the lower animals, 
the results of which he details. From these, 
it appears that in pigs, which, for some 
reason, were the only animals suitable for 
the experiment, the spleen always became 
shrivelled after the exhibition of quinine. 
The organ was exposed to view. He also 
ascertained that next to quinine, the active 
principle of gentian (gentianine) had the 
most powerful effect on the spleen. —Prov. 
Med. and Surg. Jour., Nov. 12th, 1851. 


Discovery of the Male Acarus Scabiei.— 
One of M. Cazenave’s pupils, M. Lanque- 
TIN, has just found the male acarus scabiei 
upon the hand of a patient affected with the 
itch. It seers that this acarus had long 
been sought for in vain, and some works on 
skin diseases do not even mention its ex- 
istence. As this parasite is very small, 
being less than half the size of the female, 
it had hitherto escaped detection.—L’ Union 
Médicale. 


New Instrument for Remedying Mal- 
positions of the Uterus. — Dr. ALeExts 
Favror submitted to the Academy of 
Medicine of Paris, in Oct. last, an ingeni- 








Question of Pregnancy in Bodies far 
gone in Putrefaction—Dr. Casper relates 
an interesting case in exemplification of a 
point he has frequently illustrated, viz., the 
much longer exemption the uterus obtains 
from putrefaction compared to other organs. 
A young woman was missed, and it was sus- 
pected she was pregnant, and that her para- 
mour possibly had made away with her. Nine 
months afterwards, her body was found in a 
privy, having been macerated during that pe- 
riod in feces and urine. ‘The horrible condi- 
tion it was reduced to may be imagined, and 
was such as to overcome the most harden- 
ed habitués of the dissecting-room. Many of 
the soft parts had fallen from the bones, and 
the rest were converted into a gray fatty 
matter, so that anything like a regular post- 
mortem examination b impossible 
Still, as, from old experience, Dr. Casper 
expressed his conviction that if the woman 
had been pregnant when she died, the feetal 
bones would be recognizable, the abdomen 
was opened. Its muscles were converted 
into adipocire, and the various parts of the 
alimentary canal were not distinguishable 
frum each other ; still there was the uterus 
of a bright red colour, firm in texture, and 
of the normal form and size of a non preg- 
nant woman. The cavity also was normal 
in appearance, and quite empty. Thus, if 
the investigation could not ascertain the 
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cause of death, it at least proved she was not { externally, tar-water, and creasote. The 
pregnant, and removed the aspersions cast; total number of scorbutic cases amounted 
upon an innocent person.—Casper’s W6-} to 260,444, of which 67,958, or more than 
chenschrift. a fourth part, proved fatal.— Monthly Jour. 
Med. Scien., Nov. 1851, from Schmidt's 
Jahrbiicher. 


Retention of the Menses ; Rupture of the 
Fallopian Tube ; Death. —A case of this 
nature is reported by Dr. Marcuano (Ar-{ Statistics of Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
chives Générales, Juillet). The subject} riages in England.—A general abstract of 
was a young woman, aged 22, who had re- { the marriages, births, and deaths registered 
tention of the menses from imperforate ;in England duging the year 1849, has just 
hymen. This impediment being discovered, ; been published and returned to Parliament. 
a crucial incision was made, and several} From this, the 12th Annual Report of the 
pints of a dark inodorous fluid escaped. } Registrar-General, it appears that the total 
She was making a good recovery when she ; number of marriages registered in England 
was suddenly seized with peritonitis, from} during that year was 141,833; what the 
which she died. population then was is not stated, but some 

On inspection after death, the uterus was } idea of the proportion is given by a reference 
observed to be larger than natural, and the; to the fact that, by the census in 1851, it 
os uteri widely dilated. The peritoneum } was shown to be 17,922,768; in 1841, 
was universally inflamed, and in the left; 15,914,148. Of the marriages registered 
iliac region it was found that menstrual; in the year 1849, 123,182 were according to 
fluid had escaped from a largely-distended } the rites of the Established Church; 4,199 
and convoluted Fallopian tube. This, in? in registered places by Roman Catholics, 
the author’s opinion, was the exciting cause and 8,662 by the ministers of other Chris- 
of the fatal symptoms.—Prov. Med. and; tian denominations. There remain 53 
Surg. Jour., Sep. 17, 1851. marriages of Quakers, 229 of Jews, and 
5,558 which took place at the Superintend- 

Ravages of Scurvy in Russia.—In the‘ ent Registrar’s office. The number of men 
new Russian provinces of Bessarabia, &e.,} who signed the marriage register with 
an epidemic of scorbutus broke out in Dec. marks was 44,027; of women who did so, 
1848, continued to spread and become more } 65,135. There were married 6,650 men, 
serious till May, 1849, and in June began j and 21,105 women not of full age; 19,647 
to subside gradually. The cause was by; widowers, 12,594 widows. There were 
universal consent referred to the scarcity of also contracted between widowers and 
means of subsistence, consequent upon a; widows 6,492 marriages; between widows 
short grain crop. a failure among the garden? and bachelors 6,102; between widowers 
vegetables, a severe winter, and deficient ; and spinsters 13,155 ; and between bachelors 
supply of fuel. The German colonists, {and spinsters 116,124. The number of 
whose circumstances were more comfort-; marriages registered in the quarter ending 
able than those of the rest of the population, } the last day of March was 28,429; June, 
escaped. Districts in which horse-flesh or; 35,844; September, 33,874; December, 
fish were used as food, suffered compara- $43,736. The abstract of births for the 
tively little, yet the epidemic seemed to be} same period shows a total (exclusive of 
guided in its spread to certain localities, ; still-born) of 578,159—295,158 of them 
where famine was not felt, by miasmatic males, 283,001 of them females. Of ille- 
influence. The symptoms were those usu- } gitimate births there were registered 39,334 
ally described : In the severer cases, general $ —20,049 males, 19,285 females. The 
weakness, indurations of the muscles, espe-; number of deaths was 440,853—males 
cially those of the inferior extremities, 221,801, females 219,052. Of these deaths 
hemorrhages, &c.; as sequele, dropsies, ? there were registered in the quarter ending 
dysentery, passive inflammations of in-}the last day of March, 105,871; June, 
ternal organs, gangrene, and typhus of a$ 102,153; September, 135,235; December, 
putrid type were observed. The means of ; 97,594.—London Med. Gaz., Oct. 1851. 
cure found most efficacious were, acetate _ 
of iron, with bitters and aromatics, milk; Statistics of the Medical Profession in 
diet, yeast, turpentine, both internally and} Paris.—On the Ist of January, 1849, there 
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were 1389 doctors of medicine in Paris, 
being 53 less than in 1847; and now, in 
1851, the number is reduced to 1351, being 
a still further diminution of 38. During the 
last two years 65 have died, while, during 
the two former years, only 56 died, and 
still fewer during the prior periods. In 
1843-7, the: mean annual mortality was 1 
in 75; in 1848-9, 1 in 50; and in 1850 1, 1 
in 42. There have emigrated 86, of whom 
12 have repaired to California. Towards 
following up the vacancies, 113 new doctors 
have been made during the last two years. 

Officers de Santé have, however, increased 
from 156 in 1849, to 178 in 1851, and the 
pharmaciens from 363 to$81. Sage-femmes 
have diminished from 480 in 1847, to 385 
in 1849, and 350 in 1851.—Brit. and For. 
Med.-Chirurg. Rev. from Rév. Med.-Chir. 
ix. - 

Statistics of the Medical Profession in 
Russio.—According to the official lists, 
published January, 1851, there were in the 
entire Russian empire 7957 doctors possess- 
ing the right to practice, 552 veterinary 
surgeons, 132 oculists, dentists, and others 
possessing restricted rights of practice. 
There were also 714 pharmaciens having 
authority to sell medicines, viz., 77 in the 
two capitals, 150 in the governmental towns, 
and 487 in other parts. Siberia and the 
oriental governments ‘of the empire only 
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{mer were not of an acutely inflammatory 
$ character. : 

Mr. Harrison had found the local exhi- 
bition of the remedy in question followed 
by the most satisfactory results. The 
method of using was to throw into the pas- 
; sage an injection containing from 2 to 10 
grains of the salt dissolved in distilled 
water, the strength of the solution being in 
a great measure dciermined by the amount 
of smarting pain produced. ‘The most ad- 
visable method was just to keep the strength 
of the injection up to the smarting point. 
He thought it injurious to produce more 
than a gentle scalding. 

Mr. Harrison did not anticipate, of course, 
‘equal success in every case, but he gene- 
rally found the disordered condition of the 
urethral mucous membrane removed in the 
course of one or two weeks, in the ordinary 
run of cases. 

On his recommendation, some of his pro- 
fessional friends had employed it in their 
practice, and, from their reports, he was 
supported in his high opinion of the reme- 
dial properties of the tannate of alumina. 
The combination of alumina and tannic acid 
produced by Mr. Rogers Harrison, was of 
a dirty yellowish colour, and in crystals 
about the size of those of coarse sugar, and 
readily soluble in hot water.—Lond. Med. 
Gaz., Nov., 1851. 





possess 19 civil practitioners, and the insuf. ; _ 


ficiency of this number has given rise to 
the establishment of a medical school at 
the University of Kazan. In the course of 
the year 1£50, there were treated 737,442 
patients in the hospitals, of whom 609,564 
are returned as cured, and 91,545 as dead, 
i. e. a mortality of 1 in 13.—IJbid., from 
L’ Union Médicale, 1851, No. 37, 


Sanitary Reform in England. Extra- 








Hemorrhage after Gunshot Wounds.— 
M. Sistacu stated to the Surgical Society 
of Paris that, from observation upon nume- 
rous cases, he had come to the conclusion 
that the hemorrhage after gunshot wounds 
is more frequently primary than secondary. 
This was contrary to the generally. received 
opinion, but it was based upon three hun- 
dred and fifiy instances seen by him at 
Djidjeli in 1851, out of which number only 


mural Interments Act.—The British House} two examples of secondary hemorrhage 
of Commons have agreed to advance the} occurred.—Jbid. 


large sum of 130,0002. (650,000 dollars) to 
the Board of Health for the purchase of the 
Brompton and Nunhead Cemeteries, and 
for other purposes. 

Use of Tannate of Alumina in Blennor. 
rhagia. — Mr. Rocers Harrison placed 
before the Medical Society of London a 
specimen of Tannate of Alumina, and re- 
commended its employment in the treatment 
of purulent and muco-purulent discharges 
from the urethra, especially when the for- 











} To Readers and Correspondents. —In 


reply to several communications, we regret 
to be obliged to state that Todd and Bow- 
man’s Physiological Anatomy is incomplete, 
the third (concluding) part, though repeat- 
edly announced as nearly ready, not yet 
having been published in England. All 
that has appeared has been given in the 
Library Department of this journal, and the 
remainder will be issued here immediately 
after its appearance in England. 











